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After having a particularly challenging 
experience with the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life over a wolf-killed calf, Cope was 
tasked with writing a Memorandum of 
Understanding—MOU—to allow the 
State to allocate Federal funds to live-
stock owners who lost cattle due to 
predation. 

When I served as Idaho’s Governor, I 
led a collaborative effort to adopt the 
Idaho Roadless Rule. Cope assisted in 
that effort and served on the Idaho 
Roadless Commission. I trusted his 
opinion and judgement, and he pro-
vided invaluable insights from a local 
perspective in the development and im-
plementation of that rule. 

For Cope, his life was about serving 
people and sustaining the Western 
ranching and farming lifestyle. God 
broke the mold when he made Cope, 
and he will be missed by many in 
Lemhi County and the State of Idaho. 
Rest in Peace, Cope.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING PALOUSE ANIMAL 
WELLNESS AND SURGERY 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Madam President, as a 
member and former chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship, each month I 
recognize and celebrate the American 
entrepreneurial spirit by highlighting 
the success of a small business in my 
home State of Idaho. Today, I am 
pleased to honor Palouse Animal 
Wellness and Surgery—‘‘PAWS’’—as 
the Idaho Small Business of the Month 
for January 2023. 

PAWS, originally named Garfield 
Street Pet Clinic and located on its 
namesake in Moscow, was founded in 
1995, by Dr. Don Kubasch and his wife, 
Jan. Dr. Kathy Miller and her husband 
Jim bought the practice in 2002 when 
Dr. Kubasch retired. Dr. Miller worked 
at the clinic as a technician while 
studying at the Washington State Uni-
versity School of Veterinary Medicine. 
The Millers built a new clinic on Main 
Street in Moscow in 2005, renaming the 
practice to Palouse Animal Wellness 
and Surgery, PAWS. Jim joined the 
practice full time in 2021 as the direc-
tor of business operations. 

PAWS has become an integral part of 
the local community; its owners and 
staff pride themselves on excellence in 
service, education, and enhancement. 
Along with providing educational and 
employment opportunities to veteri-
nary students, for over a decade, PAWS 
has maintained accreditation with the 
American Animal Hospital Associa-
tion. This voluntary accreditation, 
achieved by a mere 15 percent of busi-
nesses in the United States and Can-
ada, means PAWS’ patients receive the 
best care possible in state-of-the-art fa-
cilities, from a team that meets high 
standards in every aspect of veterinary 
medicine. 

The Millers’ high standards come 
from their love for their community. 
Both Jim and Kathy are Moscow na-
tives, who graduated from Moscow 
High School and the University of 

Idaho. Over the years, they raised four 
children in this close-knit community 
who have all worked at the clinic in 
some capacity. 

Congratulations to the Miller family 
and all of the employees at PAWS on 
their selection as the Idaho Small 
Business of the Month for January 2023. 
Thank you for serving Idaho as small 
business owners and entrepreneurs. 
You make our great State proud, and I 
look forward to your continued growth 
and success.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 1:42 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 159. An act to implement merit-based 
reforms to the civil service hiring system 
that replace degree-based hiring with skills- 
and competency-based hiring, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 300. An act to amend chapter 3 of title 
5, United States Code, to require the publica-
tion of settlement agreements, and for other 
purposes. 
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MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 159. An act to implement merit-based 
reforms to the civil service hiring system 
that replace degree-based hiring with skills- 
and competency-based hiring, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 
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MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tion were read the second time, and 
placed on the calendar: 

S.J. Res. 4. Joint resolution removing the 
deadline for the ratification of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 

H.R. 22. An act to prohibit the Secretary of 
Energy from sending petroleum products 
from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to 
China, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 23. An act to rescind certain balances 
made available to the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

H.R. 26. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit a health care practi-
tioner from failing to exercise the proper de-
gree of care in the case of a child who sur-
vives an abortion or attempted abortion. 
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MEASURE HELD AT THE DESK 

The following resolution was ordered 
held at the desk, by unanimous con-
sent: 

S. Res. 13. Resolution raising awareness 
and encouraging the prevention of stalking 
by designating January 2023 as ‘‘National 
Stalking Awareness Month’’. 
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MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bills were read the first 
time: 

H.R. 300. An act to amend chapter 3 of title 
5, United States Code, to require the publica-
tion of settlement agreements, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 81. A bill to provide a moratorium on all 
Federal research grants provided to any in-
stitution of higher education or other re-
search institute that is conducting gain-of- 
function research. 

S. 82. A bill to protect social security bene-
fits and military pay and require that the 
United States Government to prioritize all 
obligations on the debt held by the public in 
the event that the debt limit is reached. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–21. A communication from the Senior 
Attorney Advisor/Regulations Officer, Fed-
eral Highway Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Indefinite 
Delivery and Indefinite Quantity Contracts 
for Federal-aid Construction’’ (RIN2125– 
AF83) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 1, 2022; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–22. A communication from the Director 
of the Regulatory Management Division, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘National Priorities List’’ (FRL No. 
10435–01–OLEM) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 21, 2022; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–23. A communication from the Director 
of the Regulatory Management Division, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; Oregon; Updates 
to Materials Incorporated by Reference’’ 
(FRL No. 10172–01–R10) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
21, 2022; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–24. A communication from the Director 
of the Regulatory Management Division, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Revisions to the Clean Air Act Oper-
ating Permit Program; California; San Diego 
County Air Pollution Control District’’ (FRL 
No. 10031–02–R9) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 21, 2022; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–25. A communication from the Director 
of the Regulatory Management Division, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; California; San 
Diego County Air Pollution Control District; 
San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution 
Control District’’ (FRL No. 10004–02–R9) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 21, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–26. A communication from the Director 
of the Regulatory Management Division, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘National Emission Standards for Haz-
ardous Air Pollutants: Site Remediation’’ 
(FRL No. 4866.1–02–OAR) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 21, 2022; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–27. A communication from the Director 
of the Regulatory Management Division, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Reconsideration of the 2020 National 
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